


1 . How do you describe yourself?  

A =  S c h o o l  L i b r ar i an  

B  =  P u b l ic  L i b r a ri an  

C  =  A c a d e m i c  L i b r ari a n  

D  =  L i b r ary  A i d e  o r  P a r a - p ro fe s s i o n al  

E  =  O t h e r  ( p l e as e  l i s t ! )  



2. Previous experience working 

with audio, braille, or large 

print books? 

A =  Y e s  

B  =  N o  

 



One of the original regional libraries providing 

service as part of the National Library Service for 

the Blind and Physically Handicapped established 

by Congress in 1931.  

 

In 2011:  

• 416,626 items (braille, talking books on cassette 

&digital cartridge, large print)  

• Over 97,000 titles available  

• More than 32,000 hours of volunteer work with 

over 300 volunteers  

 

Washington Talking Book & Braille Library  

http://www.wtbbl.org 









• Playback equipment & accessories 

• Reader’s Advisory & support  







• Prelanguage and Early Nonverbal Communication Preliteracy 

• Language Onset and Vocabulary Development 

• Language Growth and Emergent Literacy 
Development 

Emergent 
Literacy 

• Early Literacy Development and Metalanguage 
Awareness 

• Literacy Skill (Reading, Writing, etc.) Development 

Early 
Literacy 



Feedback: 

Activities or experiences of  children who are developing literacy skills  



• Early nonverbal and verbal 

interactions with others  

• Explores environment to 

build awareness 

• Builds understanding of 

the functions of symbols 

and language 

• Experiences with books  

• Experiments with writing  

Child is  an active learner  



• Hands-on experiences in 

environment 

• Increasing movement and 

explorations at an early age  

• Developing hand and tactile 

skills 

• Active experiences & 

interactions for language 

development 





“At the same time, all students must have the opportunity to 
learn and meet the same high standards if they are to access the 
knowledge and skills necessary in their post-high school lives… 
 
…The Standards should also be read as allowing for the widest 
possible range of students to participate fully from the outset and 

as permitting appropriate accommodations to ensure 

maximum participation of students with special education 

needs. For example, for students with disabilities reading should 
allow for the use of Braille, screen-reader technology, or other 

assistive devices, while writing should include the use of a scribe, 
computer, or speech-to-text technology. In a similar vein, 

speaking and listening should be interpreted broadly to include 
sign language.” 



 

Anchor Standards:  Reading 

• Key Ideas and Details  

• Craft and Structure  

• Integration of Knowledge 

and Ideas 

• Range of Reading and Level 

of Text Complexity  

Foundational Skills:  

• Phonics and Word 

Recognition 

• Fluency 

Anchor Standards:  

Language 

• Conventions of 

Standard English 

• Knowledge of 

Language 

• Vocabulary  

Acquisition and Use  



 

Anchor Standards:  Writing  

• Text Types and Purposes  

• Production and 

Distribution of Writing  

• Research to Build and 

Present Knowledge  

• Range of Writing 

Anchor Standards:   

Speaking and Listening  

• Comprehension and 

Collaboration 

• Presentation of 

Knowledge and Ideas  



Braille proficiency = Literacy 

• Turning Pages 

• Orienting books 

• Exploring objects  

• Using the hand 

movements associated 

with Braille 

• Experiencing 

independent pleasure 

reading 

• Developing fluency & 

comprehension skills  

 



1. Maintaining motivation 

and focusing on meaning 

2. Integrating listening, 

speaking, reading, and 

writing, 

3. Active strategies to 

construct meaning from 

print 

4. Modeling literacy 

behaviors 

5. Encouraging students’ 

participation  

6. Immersion  
  



I m p r o v e  f l u e n c y ,  v o c a b u l a r y ,  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  l a n g u a g e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

e x p a n d  g e n e r a l  k n o w l e d g e ,  a c t i v a t e  

p r i o r  k n o w l e d g e ,  d e v e l o p  

c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  a n d  i n c r e a s e  m o t i v a t i o n  

t o  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  b o o k s .  

L e a r n  t h a t  r e a d i n g  c a n  b e  f u n !  

 

 

K e y  i s  D e s c r i p t i v e  N a r r a t i o n  





 

Anchor Standards:  Reading  

• Key Ideas and Details  

• Craft and Structure  

• Integration of Knowledge and 

Ideas 

• Range of Reading and Level of 

Text Complexity 

Foundational Skills:  

• Phonics and Word Recognition  

• Fluency 

 

Anchor Standards:  

Language 

• Conventions of 

Standard English 

• Knowledge of 

Language 

• Vocabulary  

Acquisition and Use  



 

Anchor Standards:  Writing  

• Text Types and Purposes  

• Production and 

Distribution of Writing  

• Research to Build and 

Present Knowledge  

• Range of Writing 

Anchor Standards:   

Speaking and Listening  

• Comprehension and 

Collaboration 

• Presentation of 

Knowledge and Ideas  



 

 

 E n c o u r a g e  a c c e s s  t o  b o o k s  f r o m  

b i r t h  

 A l l o w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  

m o v e m e n t  a n d  e x p l o r a t i o n  

 P r o v i d e  m e a n i n g f u l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  

o f  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  v o c a b u l a r y ,  

m o v e m e n t s ,  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  

 U s e  m u s i c ,  c h a n t s ,  r h y m e s ,  a n d  

s i n g - a l o n g s  

 E n c o u r a g e  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  

b e t w e e n  c h i l d r e n  
 
 
 
 



 

 P r o v i d e  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

a c c e s s i b l e  b o o k s  

 P r o v i d e  a d a p t i v e  

m a t e r i a l s   d u r i n g  c r a f t  

o r  c o l o r i n g  t i m e  

 P r o m o t e  a c c e s s  f o r  a l l  

c h i l d r e n  ( s p e c i a l  e v e n t s ,  

s t o r y t i m e s , ,  d i s p l a y s , ,  

r o o m  a r r a n g e m e n t )  

 E n c o u r a g e  p a r e n t  

i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  c h i l d ’ s  

l i t e r a c y  d e v e l o p m e n t  

 R e f e r  c h i l d  a n d  f a m i l y  

t o  N L S  l i b r a r y  i n  y o u r  

c o m m u n i t y !  
 
 
 
 



• T a k e  t u r n s  r e a d i n g  a n d  r e - r e a d i n g  a  f a v o r i t e  s t o r y  

w i t h  a  c h i l d  

• A d a p t  f a v o r i t e  p r i n t  b o o k s  b y  a d d i n g  b r a i l l e  a n d  

s i m p l e  t a c t i l e  p i c t u r e s  

• E n c o u r a g e  c h i l d  t o  t u r n  t h e  p a g e s  a n d  " r e t e l l "  t h e  

s t o r y  i n  t h e i r  o w n  w o r d s   

• T a l k  a b o u t  “ b o o k  b a g s ”  a n d  c r e a t e  o r  s h a r e  e x a m p l e  

• I n c o r p o r a t e  t a c t i l e  o r  a u d i o  e l e m e n t s  i n t o  s t o r y  t i m e  

• I n v i t e  d i s a b l e d  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  p r e s e n t / r e a d  w i t h  y o u  



Cultivate an inclusive collection: 

• Books with tactile elements 

• Puzzles and toys with tactile or audible elements 

• Books in alternative formats 

• Books about disabilities 

• Booklists available from WTBBL 

• Normalize it for kids 



Applications for Service:  

Washington Talking Book & Braille Library 

http://www.wtbbl.org 

National Library Service 

http://nls.loc.gov 

 

Mandy Gonnsen 

Youth Services Librarian 

Washington Talking Book & Braille 

Library 

mandy.gonnsen@sos.wa.gov 
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